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About Kennet Kapers 

Not all citizens of Kennetshire are fortunate enough, or have the stamina to attend all our events to be able to 
keep up with current news of major events.  This seasonal newsletter, which we hope to publish three or four 
times a year, will attempt to keep you in the picture and inform and entertain.  It is no substitute for our 
website or Facebook page but we hope will become a useful addition for our friends - and members. 

All suggestions for improvements are welcomed. 

  

http://www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/KennetMorrisMen
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About Us 

The Kennet Morris Men are based in the Reading area, although you can see us performing throughout 
Berkshire and South Oxfordshire, hereinafter referred to as Kennetshire. This season we will be performing 
dances in the distinctive styles that developed in the Cotswold villages of Bucknell, Ducklington, Fieldtown, 
Hinton in the Hedges, Illmington, Oddington and Sherborne, and farther afield in the City of Lichfield and 
Upton upon Severn.  

Our dancing season starts at sunrise on May 1st and continues through to the end of September. During the 
season we go out one evening each week to dance at many of our favourite local hostelries, often with or as 
guests of neighbouring teams. Some weekends we can be seen dancing at fetes and shows, and we often go 
on tour with other Morris sides. From October to April we meet on Monday evenings at St Mary's Church Hall, 
Church Lane, Shinfield RG2 9BY, to continue practising our dances, to learn new ones and to train new 
dancers. 

We dance the Morris because we enjoy it, because we want to maintain a unique part of our cultural heritage, 
and because our audiences are entertained by watching us and participating in the Luck of the Morris.   To add 
to the occasion most of our evening performances conclude with a Pub Session, an “all come ye” where 
everyone has the chance to sing or play – not too seriously – the emphasis is on enjoyment. 

We are always pleased to welcome new members as either dancers or musicians, to ensure that Morris 
continues to be danced in the Reading area for many more years to come. Why not come along to a practice, 
or better still, one of our October taster sessions and get involved?  You'll like us. 

What have we been up to? 

We’ve tried to give a taste of what we’ve been up since our summer newsletter at the main events, not every 
pub we’ve visited – this newsletter is long enough already. 

Kennet Phone Tracker 

Always losing your mobile phone in the bottom of your hand bag?  Then download the Kennet Tracker App – 
also known as our summer calendar from our website.  Just like dearest Sarah, one of our favouritest 
songbirds, the alarm will sound at least once a week, enabling you to locate your errant device! 

 

 

  

21 July 
Haven't seen my phone since Friday night. It's not in the van, the supervisor’s cabin, or the photography cabin or in any 
pockets, before you ask if I've checked. So if you need to get in touch with me send me a message or email. Ta!  
Like · · Share  
Andrew Shearer In 2000 years time, someone will probably dig it up and wonder what it is 
Sarah M Lucas Found it! An alarm to remind me to go see some morris dancing tonight alerted me the fact that it was 
deeply buried in a handbag! Duh! 

http://www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk/current_programme.php
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.m.lucas/posts/10152566809784941
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.m.lucas?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/ajax/sharer/?s=22&appid=25554907596&p%5b0%5d=516619940&p%5b1%5d=10152566809784941&profile_id=516619940&share_source_type=unknown&__av=543039892
https://www.facebook.com/andrewshearercom?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.m.lucas?fref=ufi
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Beer Mats 

 We set ourselves a challenge to introduce a new 
generation of dancers to Kennet and morris dancing 
and have been working on various recruitment 
initiatives.  Recognising the close affinity we have to 
pubs and ale one of the first ideas to become reality 
was a Kennet beer mat. If you’re in Kennetshire, 
and need a supply, email me and we’ll see what we 
can do.  Do let me know if you’re reading this 
because you’ve seen a beer mat. 

Judy & Brian Jones’ Ruby Wedding Celeidh 

We’re a sociable lot at the Kennet and one of this year’s highlights was long 
standing member Brian Jones and Judy’s Ruby Wedding celebrations.  
Someone really ought to offer him a seat at his age. We were joined by their 
family and their many friends from the folk dance world.  We had a cracking 
evening dancing the night away with some impromptu morris from HuMP, 
Jackstraws and ourselves.  The band “Also Known As” were pretty good too, 
which also meant that The Kennet Céilidh Band, and several other bands that 
were represented there, had a night off!  We hope we’ll all be invited to their 
diamond do. 

Loddon Brewery Summer b-b-q 

In return for the wonderful support the excellent Loddon Brewery gives us, we 
perform for Chris & Vanessa Hearn and their guests at the Dunsden Green brewery’s 
annual barbeque. This year was no exception and the weather, as it has been so 
often this year, set fair for the mid July evening for the sell out event.  An excellent 
range of their summer ales were flowing free, literally, but it wasn’t long before we 
polished off the ever popular Ferryman’s Gold, with a little help from the other 
guests.  We also managed a couple of displays and enticed several party goers up to 
have a bash at Morris dancing, at least a couple of whom were certain that they 
were going to enlist for our October taster sessions.  We hope you remember your 
promise if you’re reading this. 

Sidmouth Folk Festival 

A regular event in several of the side’s calendar is the first weekend 
of the Sidmouth Folk Festival in early August.  It’s a very friendly, 
laid back festival with top named guest artists appearing, together 
with numerous sessions of the less-professional in pubs and halls 
throughout the rather lovely seaside town. Kennet first appeared 
as a “show side” back in 1981 and a busking side for the whole 
week the following year.  Since 1999 we have returned each year 
for our “family weekend”.  Some men and their partners book bed 
& breakfast, others roll up at our regular camp site in camper vans The Kennet Kanvas Kastle + Kampers 

Judy & Brian Jones 

mailto:webmaster@kennetmorrismen.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202684166326618&set=a.1864054762414.2099653.1272358864&type=1&relevant_count=1
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or family tents but a hard core half dozen or so share the Kennet Kanvas Kastle - and provide breakfasts for all.  
This year was untypically stormy (?) and the old Eurocamp tent may have let itself down, although I blame the 
tent erectors for the soggy night a few of us endured.  It’ll be fine next year ... 

The actual festival followed the time worn programme of Kennet led sessions in The Swan’s 
side bar on Friday and Saturday evening, a free day to take in the festival on Saturday and 
dancing saved for the Sunday. This starts off with a morning procession down the promenade 
for all the regular sides before the teams disperse along the seafront for individual displays.  
Great fun and we were honoured to be asked to lead the procession this year. 

 

The Saddleworth Rushcart weekend 

Almost a permanent fixture in Kennet’s calendar since 1996, the 
Saddleworth Rushcart is an absolutely unique occasion in the folk 
traditions’ year.  Whole books have been written about the event 
which goes back to the medieval custom of collecting and spreading 
rushes on the stone floors of churches, so I will not attempt to explain 
it here – go to the Saddleworth Morris Men’s web site to read all about 
it.  Suffice to say, a goodly number of Kennet braved the Friday August 
bank holiday traffic to head for the deep North West to spend a 
weekend pulling a two ton handcart up hill and down dale around the 
villages of Saddleworth. Fortunately there are at least a hundred other 
morris men to assist.  Unfortunately, many of them indoor camp with 
us in the local church hall.  All I can say is that the experienced men 
bring earplugs and the more sensitive souls bring nose-clips.  The 
weekend culminated in the final pull up to Saddleworth Church for a 
special service in the banner bedecked church, followed by an 
afternoon’s display of morris dancing from the many sides represented.  
Magic. (It even inspired a new song which you’ll find at the end of this newsletter.) 

 

Saddleworth Church 

Wallingford Bunkfest 

Much closer to home, The Bunkfest a free folk orientated festival with a large morris presence in held over the 
last weekend of August.  We have become a fixture of the Saturday morris displays held all over the pretty 
town of Wallingford, to large and knowledgeable audiences.  An added attraction is the concurrent beer 
festival, sponsored by our sponsors, Loddon Brewery.  Camping is available for those that want to enjoy the 
whole weekend’s thoroughly enjoyable offerings.  Happy days. 

Sidmouth Prom 

http://www.saddleworthmorrismen.co.uk/saddleworth-rushcart/history/
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The End of Season Tour 

Traditionally our morris year ends with the End of Season Tour, an occasion to relax with family and friends on 
a mystery charabanc tour organised by The Squire.  Chris Newman took up the challenge this year and, with 
the able assistance of his wife Hazel, and the girls, came up with a cracker.  The Horseman’s coach left 
Shinfield right on time bound for Sonnning Common Herb farm.  Sounds 
about the least exciting start to a tour but, fortified by gin and tonics all 
round and ample helpings of home-made cake we disembarked to learn 
that the farm sported a fine Saxon hedge maze.  The first to the middle 
would have the honour of performing the first dance of the day. Not all 
men rose to the task (yes, we were to dance The Rose) and a few less than 
sporting individuals took the shortcut via the exit route. However a full side, 
and musicians, were assembled and performed much to the bemusement 
of early garden centre shoppers.  The temptation of their tea room proved 
too great for many of the Wags who mostly failed to enjoy the display. 

And on to Nuffield Place where the coach driver obviously thought we 
needed a captive audience to appreciate us, and parked in Her Majesty’s 
Prison Huntercombe’s car park (once home, for a short while, to Rudolph 
Hess).  Nuffield Place was home to William Morris, founder of Morris Motors, 
and a setting for many poor morris puns.  A tour around the house (the 
workshop wardrobe was the envy of many of the men) was followed by a 
display of Morris 6 and Morris 8 man dances played to music in a morris 
minor key.  We Morris Travellers then left to Morris Oxford. 

We stopped en route for a fine lunch and several very fine ales at The Bear at Home Pub, South Oxfordshire 
CAMRA pub of the year in 2013, and well deserved.  In fact it was so good we stayed rather longer than 
intended which meant we had to cut short some of our performances in Oxford. A dash to the Natural History 
Museum was very worthwhile, although some of the audience thought we were part of the exhibits.  Many 
photo-calls later we were able to depart for the Turf Tavern which must be the 
ultimate back street pub.  It was a good job we’d had a practice in the Sonning maze 
earlier, or we would never have found it.  Mine host had cleared a dance area as 
promised but had obviously misheard the squire when making the arrangements as 
he’d left just enough space for one lap dancer.  Undeterred, we managed two dances 
which were much appreciated, though a tad intimate.  Only when we were leaving did 
the landlord ask why we hadn’t passed the collecting hat around as he’d have topped 
it up with free beer!  And so on to North Gate for dancing to a fine audience in the 
(pedestrianised) street, and more photos.  The less-thirsty of the party found time to 
climb the North gate Tower before joining the now quenched boozers in the famous 
Eagle & Child Pub, affectionately known as the “bird and baby”.  We managed to leave 
on time to return to Shinfield, extremely content, if not a little drowsy.  Brian Jones 
will have a hard act to follow next year! 

The Kennet Family 

One of the suggestions received after the publication of the first newsletter, was for a view 
from the best supporters the Kennet Morris Men have; their long suffering partners.  Kennet 
is very much a family and members families and friends are very much a part of the club. 
Tammy Stevens, one of the newest Wags (as the wives and girlfriends are affectionately 
known), agreed to pen a piece which we offer in a full unexpurgated version. 

Tammy Stevens 

Turf Tavern Oxford 

Morris in the Maze 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=2q2VHpe9eRCgHM&tbnid=Wc5iFhGhx7DsyM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.carlogos.org/Car-Logos/Morris-automobile-logo-images-Morris-his.html&ei=Um8pVOaOCI3waN-_gOAL&psig=AFQjCNHKM67TFVcB47Dp3NMk4l9VcY1NNg&ust=1412088018232745
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A Wag’s tale 

“So the Kennet boys may be the ones that do the actual dancing but that doesn’t stop us WAGs coming out to 
play on dance nights. We are quite often the designated driver for the evening but us girls know how to have a 
giggle without a pint (or 2….or 3!).  We are also known to grab tambourines, shakers etc and join in on the 
sessions. 

“I can’t believe how fast this season has come to an end. But what a great season!  And what a way to end it. 
Squire organised a wonderful end of season tour around the very pretty Oxford and I am quite excited to try 
some of Mrs Squire’s homemade marmalade.  Thank you Hazel, our goody bags were wonderful and the cakes 
– Mmmmmmm. 

“2014 season started off with the boys dancing their regular 1st May morning spot. Apparently: I (along with 
the majority of the ladies) draw the line at a 5.30am dance spot! But well done guys, I know you are all itching 
to get your kits on after a winter of practice. 

“The brilliant and regular Beer Festival spot always proves a popular outing for all and the traditional 
Yattendon and Frilsham fete puts a smile on faces. The weather has been very kind too, and us ladies have 
enjoyed the canal side spots and a catch up with a hot chocolate or 2 in the nearby pub. 

“But the end of an era came on one particular night at the Calleva Arms 
in Silchester. The diggers have completed their dig. Here’s hoping 
another one happens, and if not, that those students come back next 
year to say hello. They always provide an excellent crowd for the boys 
to dance for, and are always keen to get involved in the teaching dance 
at the end too. Some were talking about joining sides near their 
universities so there’s a few converts already! 

“And of course, us ladies like to watch our boys do their thing to (And 
steal their raggy coats to keep warm). 

“Sidmouth was brilliant. Many of the Kennet Krew arrived on the Friday and had a rather soggy start which 
thankfully cleared up. But the putting up of the Kennet Kastle was supervised by Hoppy and Denise from the 
warmth of the Hoppy mobile, strategically parked to maximise the show. There was much giggling, as is usually 
the case when us WAGs get together, and they did deserve to be giggled at as the boys got slightly soggy 
overnight. 

“Just because it’s the end of the season, it won’t stop us girls getting 
together. We have a social planned (thanks to the lovely Karen who sends 
out the emails). We just can’t keep away from each other.  

“And now as the season finishes, we are looking forward to Christmas. 
Yes I know it’s early, but Kennet Karols are so much fun. Singing carols to 
totally different tunes played by the Kennet musicians in The Six Bells, 
Burghfield - a lovely little pub. Everyone is made welcome, and the pub 
regulars join in too, as does anyone else who happens to be in the pub: 
you just can’t help yourself with these boys. 

“So you see, us girls are not missed off on all the fun of the Kennet Morris MEN, we are part of it too.” 
Tammy Stevens 

Wags on tour 

Kennet Kerb Krew - Calleva Arms 
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The Future 

There are still a few events to come in our dance programme, importantly our taster evenings where you can 
see if you’ve got what it takes to become a Kennet Morris Man.  These open nights are designed to give 
everyone a taste of morris dancing – we’ll demonstrate some of the stuff we perform, tell you a bit about 
ourselves (or a lot if you show too much interest), and give you a chance to have a bash at some dances.  No 
previous experience is necessary, nor is morris kit.  Just come along with comfortable footwear (trainers are 
ideal) and casual clothes.  Be warned, you could get a sweat up – and be hooked for life. 

Mon 6th Oct  Display for French visitors at Crooked Billet, Honey Hill 8:00pm 
Sat 11th Oct  Reading town “Press Gang” performances from 11:00 am 
Mon 13th & 20th Oct Taster Evenings for would be morris men at St Mary’s Church Hall, Shinfield 
Sun 19th Oct  Apple Day, Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre 
Mon 27th Oct  Practice Evenings at St Mary’s Church Hall, Shinfield every Monday until May 1st\ 

Sun 19th Oct  Thatcham Oak Apple Day, Nature Discovery Centre, Thatcham, Berkshire 
Mon  22nd Dec  Kennet Karols, 8:30pm  The Six Bells, Burghfield 
 
If you want to learn even more, visit our Website www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk  where there is a mass of 
information about our dances, our full programme, maps of the venues and our video and picture gallery. 
 
You will also find other booklets in this (growing) series. U-Spy Kennet Morris, the complete spotters guide to 
the Kennet Morris Men; U-Spy Kennet Morris Dances is a guide to our 2014 season’s dance repertoire; Your 
Welcome to Kennet Morris, an introduction for anyone considering joining us, and a companion volume, The 
Kennet Morris Men – A Foolish History. Have fun. 

Yours foolishly 

Peter de Courcy 

webmaster@kennetmorrismen.co.uk 

  

http://www.kennetmorrismen.co.uk/
webmaster@kennetmorrismen.co.uk
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Old String Vest 

To the tune of Cuckoo’s Nest 

As a fair maid was a walking one morning in May 
She met a certain Morris Man and unto him did say 
I'll tell you me mind, it's for dancers I’m inclined 
And me inclination lies in your old string vest. 
 
Chorus: 
Some like a dancer who is bearded in the face, 
And some even like a dancer whose figure’s gone to waste. 
But give me a dancer, who does warm-ups and still shaves, 
And covers up his belly with an old string vest. 
 
Fair maid, says he, I’m a Kennet Morris Man 
And dancing with young girls is very much frowned upon. 
I must avert my eyes from a prancing maiden’s thighs 
Or I might have an inclination in me old string vest. 
 
Dearest dancer, says she, if you cannot let me dance 
There must be something else to further this romance. 
For I love your fashion sense, and your prowess is immense 
And would be bigger with my hand in your old string vest. 
 
Fair maid, says he, I can do no such thing. 
For me foreman often told me it was committing sin 
Me baldrics to lose and me sticks to be abused 
So you’ll have no more to do with me old string vest. 
 
Me dancer, says she, it's not committing sin 
The new Ring rules allow me to be a musician. 
For we were brought into this world to dance and play our best 
And I can have a fiddle with your old string vest. 
 
Fair Maid, says he, though I cannot you deny, 
Most lads would do a double jig in the blinking of an eye. 
But your cat-gut you can pluck and I wouldn’t give a look, 
Even if you ran your hands down me old string vest. 
 
But the fair maid joined the Kennet much to the Wags’ disgust, 
For she fiddled with the morris men with her forty two inch bust. 
But it was Hoppy to the rescue.  The fair maid now has left. 
At the bottom of their dustbin lies the old string vest. 
 
Peter de Courcy 
Post Saddleworth, August 2014 
(You perhaps had to be there) 
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